August 28th, 2011

Hi 

So, congratulations to Nadine. She told me on Skype a few minutes ago - and showed me the ring on video. I suspected something was up because she had been nagging me for a few days about my video, which I cannot get to work, though I can, it turns out, receive incoming video. 


My Internet connection broke again. This time on Monday, right in the middle of a Skype call with Gavin. The technician was supposed to have come Wednesday afternoon, but didn't. Anyway, it had righted itself, but for how long goodness only knows. 


I mentioned some time ago about Filipino maids not being entitled to (permanent) right of abode in HK after living here for seven years, and the court case being brought by some Filipino domestic helpers challenging this. Well the first case was heard this past week but a decision will not be made until next month. 


The cross harbour swimming races are set to re-start again next month after an absence of about 30 years. They were stopped because of the filthy condition of the water but as the water has improved - a bit - they can begin again. The races in the past were from Kowloon pier (next to the Star Ferry terminus) to Queen's pier (next to the Central Star Ferry pier), a distance of about 1.6 km, though usually longer due to tides (because of this, some swimmers would end up so far away and had to be fished out of the water). The new race will be held much to the east of the harbour, nearer its entrance, and will be 1.8 km. I would have liked to participate - again - but numbers are very limited (unlike in the past when anyone could enter) and restricted to those who take part in ocean races organised by local clubs. In the last race many years ago, there was so much oil on the water, that we swimmers came out of the water covered in black muck from head to foot. One person drowned; it was suspected he got a mouthful of oil and choked. If you want to know more about the race, ask Mummy as she did it once. 


And talking about swimming, I again did 10 km this past week, the same as for the previous week, except that this was over four days and not five, so I averaged 2.5 km a swim. The longest was 2.7 km; not difficult though it does get somewhat boring. 


This past week saw the first anniversary of the Manila hostage tragedy. A small group of survivors and relatives is in Manila to pursue the case. 


I mentioned last week about the visit to HK of the Chinese vice premier. There was a huge police presence everywhere he went and there has been a lot of fallout over heavy-handed police actions, of the same kind that is used on the mainland. Some people were roughed up and (illegally) held. And one or two who were wearing T-shirts with June 4th slogans were badly treated. Really over the top, but as a number of commentators have said, senior HK officials took such action so that they could look good to their masters up north. Even people such as Hillary Clinton, who was here recently and is probably more senior to the Chinese V-P, did nor receive anywhere near the police protection. 


Well, fancy having an earthquake along US East coast. Very rare. Did you feel it? Nadine says she did not. And now it is a hurricane. There has been a lot on our news about it. Quite powerful (winds reported to be up to 160 km/h), though it seems to be losing strength now. However, it is is still not as strong as a typhoon that has just crossed the north of the Philippines and is heading for Taiwan; winds up to 200 km/h, though it too had weakened slightly. 


Yesterday, the Wallabies beat the ABs 25-20 in Brisbane to take the tri-nations title for the first time in 10 tears. The ABs had a full-strength side again (unlike last week when they were beaten by SA) so this must put a dent in their World Cup hopes. 

That’s about it for this week.

Cheers
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